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approach the Crimea at the time that the Empress shall
be there; and this not so much to inspire the Turks with
fear, as to remove the greatest and most formidable part
of the military from the vicinage of Petersburg and the
northern provinces of Russia; and especially from the
Grand Duke, that there may not be any possibility of
dangerous or vexatious events; for the unbounded love
of the Russians for their Grand Duke is apprehended.
Yet, if such terrors are felt, wherefore undertake so
useless a journey, which will cost from seven to eight
millions of rubles ? So useless, I say, according to your
opinions, for, according to mine, the Empress believes
she is going to Constantinople, or she does not intend to
depart.

The troops are to be divided into four corps, of forty
thousand men each. The General of these armies will
be Field-Marshal Potemkin, who will have the immediate
command of a corps of forty thousand men, and the
superintendence of the others who are under him, to be
led by General Elvut, Michaelssohn, and Soltikow.
Prince Potemkin has under his particular and independent
orders sixty thousand irregular troops in the Crimea. It
is whispered he entertains the project of making himself
King of the country, and of a good part of the Ukraine.ch is to be sent by the next courier. But the
